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minating in a bell. The chain and the bell are well known as being one of the
favourite adjuncts of Jam architecture.

I have said that the walls had no other ornament besides these sculptures, but
a short time since they were decorated with statues taken from another ancient
temple. A flight of a few steps leads to the threshold of the portal, and then
descends again to the base of the sanctuary, which slopes downwards. There you
face an altar of such gigantic proportions that it almost fills the entire temple.
It covers, in fact, a surface of forty-four square yards; and this enormous mass,
composed of three sxiperposed granite monoliths, is finished by elegant cornices.

A staircase, concealed so as not to injure the general effect, leads to the
summit of the altar, in the centre of which stands a polished cylindrical stone
post, perfectly rounded at its summit, and, au the corners of the hall, four superb
monolithic columns support the roof of the temple. These columns are considered
by the Indians as marvels of their national architecture; and they maintain that
he who has never seen the Bhojepore-ka-khoumbas has seen nothing. It is,
indeed, impossible to conceive a more graceful form combined with so imposing a
mass. Each shaft, which rests on a pedestal two yards in height, is divided into
three equal sections; the first and the second are octagon, and the third has
twenty-four sides, which has the effect of adding wonderfully to the perspective,
ind augmenting the apparent height of the columns; and the capital forms a
graceful campanile, whence issue heavy consoles, supporting the extremities of the
four massive architraves on which the roof rests. It is on this roof, a magnificent
concentric Jam dome, that the architect appears to have bestowed all the orna-
mental riches of which he has been so sparing in the rest of the edifice. Each
of the circles of the cupola is a continuous network of lace, flowers, fruits, and
arabesques, in the midst of which sport innumerable figures of musicians and
dancing-girls.

The central part of the dome has fallen in through the work of time, and now
the rains of heaven water the lingam of Mahadeo. Innumerable bees have hung
their honeycombs to the roof, which thus seems decorated with stalactites. These
busy insects fill the temple with their whirring and buzzing, and the visitor
hesitates at first to penetrate into such a beehive: but the priests reassure you by
saying that they sting only the enemies of Mahadeo; and if only you have your
conscience at ease on this point, you may enter with impunity. It is certainly a
fact that during our visit a great number of them settled upon me, but without
doing me any harm.

The approaches to the temple are covered with the enormous stones of ruined
edifices ; and behind the monument is still to be seen the inclined plane by means
of which the architects of the fifth century raised the heavy monoliths into their
sockets. A little farther on, after passing through thorns and brushwood, we
sighted another ruined temple containing the monolithic statue of a Tirthankar,
twenty feet high; and as we advanced through the jungle, at each Htcp wo took
we found heaps of ruins and sculptured stones.

At a short distance from the village, the Bctwa dashes with a roar across a
narrow defile, partly obstructed by the cyclopean remains of one of the dykes of
Bhoje.

On iny return from this exploration, I found my servants in groat glee, the
malmnt having sent them several kids and some cans of milk. Nor did the